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Bag Speech Assignment

The purpose of this speech is to begin to practice three important components of public speaking: 1) Organization, 2) Delivery and 3) Visual Aids

Requirements:

Write and deliver a speech about you. You are required to speak for 3-4 minutes about your past, present and future. You should write a brief introduction that immediately gains the audiences attention, identifies a theme, and previews your three main points. Additionally, you will need to provide three visual aids, one for each of your main points. The visual aids should be large enough for everyone to see, yet small enough for you to keep them in a bag. 

Lastly, you should provide a brief conclusion that summarizes your main points and ends on a note of finality.

Your speech should be organized as follows:

I. Introduction

A. Gain attention
B. Theme/Thesis
C. Preview your main points
II. Body

A. Past
1. Show your visual aid.
2. Explain the significance of the visual aid.   
3. Relate the visual aid to the theme.  
B. Present
1. Show your visual aid.

2. Explain the significance of the visual aid.   

3. Relate the visual aid to the theme.  
C. Future
1. Show your visual aid.

2. Explain the significance of the visual aid.   

3. Relate the visual aid to the theme.  
III. Conclusion

A. Summary

B. Note of finality
The speech should be 3-4 minutes in length.

This speech is worth 10 points
(1)
Bag Speech Critique

E- Excellent
  G- Good
  S- Satisfactory
P-Poor
N- Nonexistent 

Did the speaker gain the audience’s attention? E G S P N____ (1 point)
Did the speaker identify a theme and support it using examples. E G S P N____ 

(1 point)
Did the speaker develop three main points?
E G S P N_____

(2 points)
Did the speaker preview (intro) and review (conclusion) 

his/her main points?  E G S P N_____(1 point)
Did the speaker present three easy-to-see visual aids?   E G S P N_____

(1 point)
Did the speaker demonstrate effective verbal delivery?
E G S P N_____

(2 points)
Did the speaker demonstrate effective nonverbal delivery?
E G S P N_____

(2 points)
Grade______

Bag Speech Critique

E- Excellent
  G- Good
  S- Satisfactory
P-Poor
N- Nonexistent 

Did the speaker gain the audience’s attention? E G S P N____ (1 point)

Did the speaker identify a theme and support it using examples. E G S P N____ 

(1 point)

Did the speaker develop three main points?
E G S P N_____

(2 points)

Did the speaker preview (intro) and review (conclusion) 

his/her main points?  E G S P N_____(1 point)

Did the speaker present three easy-to-see visual aids?   E G S P N_____

(1 point)

Did the speaker demonstrate effective verbal delivery?
E G S P N_____

(2 points)

Did the speaker demonstrate effective nonverbal delivery?
E G S P N_____

(2 points)

Grade______

 (2)

Dramatic Reading

I. Purpose

A. To practice vocal variety

B. To practice facial expressions

C. To practice making eye contact while using a manuscript
D. To convey a message that relates to the audience
E. To develop a theme and keep it consistent throughout the reading

II. Time requirement: Three to Five minutes

III. Guidelines:

A. You may select readings from poetry, prose, screenplays, song lyrics, 

and/or your own original work.

B. You may use one selection, or weave multiple selections into one piece. Keep in mind that you need to identify a theme in the introduction and support it with the literature. Identify a theme to which your audience can relate.
C. Use a binder, or folder in an effort to pay homage to the original authors. Hold the binder or folder open when you “read” others work. Close the binder when you read your own (the introduction should be written by you.)

D. Bring the literature to life! Use eye contact, facial expressions, posture, vocal variety etc. to tell a story the audience. 
1V.            Organization 

A. Teaser: The teaser is a brief excerpt from your literature that gains the audience’s 

interest. 
B. Introduction: The introduction accomplishes two goals. 1) It establishes the theme 

of the piece. 2) It acknowledges the author(s) of the literature. 3) It relates the topic to the audience.
C. The Literature: With your binder open, you interpret the literature to the audience.

                   No conclusion is required

This assignment is worth 15 points

(3)

Dramatic Reading Critique Sheet

E-Excellent
G- Good
S- Satisfactory

P- Poor
N- Nonexistent
The teaser gained attention and was consistent with the theme. E G S P N_____
(2 points possible)

The introduction established a clear, relatable theme and credit was given to the author(s). 
E G S P N_____
(3 points possible)

The poetry, prose, drama, and/or song lyrics support the theme established in the introduction. 
E G S P N_____
(2 points possible)

The reading was delivered with vocal variety, E G S P N_____
(3 points possible)

energy, poise, few distractions,  E G S P N_____
(3 points possible)

and eye contact.  E G S P N_____
(2 points possible)
Was the speech 3-5 minutes in length?

Dramatic Reading Critique Sheet

E-Excellent
G- Good
S- Satisfactory

P- Poor
N- Nonexistent
The teaser gained attention and was consistent with the theme. E G S P N_____
(2 points possible)

The introduction established a clear, relatable theme and credit was given to the author(s). 
E G S P N_____
(3 points possible)

The poetry, prose, drama, and/or song lyrics support the theme established in the introduction. 
E G S P N_____
(2 points possible)

The reading was delivered with vocal variety, E G S P N_____
(3 points possible)

energy, poise, few distractions,  E G S P N_____
(3 points possible)

and eye contact.  E G S P N_____
(2 points possible)
Was the speech 3-5 minutes in length?

                                                                  (4)
INFORMATIVE SPEECH 
Your Task: You will develop a six-minute informative speech designed to share your research of an area of personal interest.  You will be assigned a workshop group with other classmates. You will help each other through the speech writing and delivery process. That means from topic selection, researching, outlining and presenting steps. During the “workshop” period, you will record each other and provide feedback (This step will be worth points). Ultimately, you are instructors to the class for six minutes, and are going to teach us something that you think the audience would find interesting. Common topic areas are A) an important historical event, B) a current controversy, C) a recent scientific advancement D) A cultural custom, E) The outlook of a career. These subject areas are recommended, however I will be open to other topic ideas that interest you. I will provide a list of topics presented in the past.
If your topic is about a controversial issue, you must attempt to speak as an unbiased source of information, providing a truly balanced discussion of both sides of the issue. Do not advocate one position. Use the following format for a controversial issue:

First main point- Background/history of the issue

Second main point- Arguments for

Third main point- Arguments against

If your topic is not controversial, present the information in one of the following patterns:

1. Chronological

2. Spatial

3. Topical

Your speech must:

A. Include 2 visual aids

B. Be delivered extemporaneously

C. Include six verbally cited, credible sources (cite who, what and when?)

D. Meet the structural criteria we discussed in class

E. Be typewritten in outline form and turned in with a bibliography. APA, MLA or Chicago formats are accepted.

F. Meet the 6-minute time limit. (Your speech must be within a 5-7 minute time frame to avoid losing points). 
G. Focus on a topic that is socially significant and relatively new to the audience.
(Remember if the topic is common knowledge to the audience, then you won’t be teaching them anything!)

If you have any questions call me at 558-2558 or email at fabiond@scc.losrios.edu

(5)
Requirements for an “A” Informative Speech

Content:

At least six credible sources were cited, complete with who? what? and when?

The main points were well developed and logical.

The topic was socially significant and new to the audience.

The speech was educational to the audience.

The speaker presented the speech in an unbiased manner.

Clear examples were used to support the main points.

Structure:

The speaker gained attention in the introduction.

The speaker related the topic to the audience

The topic was clearly stated in the introduction

The speaker provided a crystal clear preview of main points in the introduction 

The transitions were clear.

Main points were clearly stated.

Main points were sufficiently supported.

The organizational pattern was clear (topical, chronological, spatial, pro/con). 

The speaker provided a clear review of main points in the conclusion.

The speaker ended on a note of finality.

Delivery

The speaker made effective eye contact.

The speaker used gestures effectively.

The speaker uses cards effectively to deliver the speech.

Movement and stance were not distracting.

Verbal communication is effective regarding: volume, rate, vocal variety, clarity

Fillers were kept to a minimum.

Visible, or audible evidence of nervousness is kept to a minimum.

The speaker delivered the speech in the allotted time.

Visual Aids

At least two visual aids were presented ONLY when the speaker referred to it.

The visual aid was large enough.

The visual aid was neatly constructed.

The visual aid was presented effectively

The visual aid complimented the thesis of the speech.

(6)

 Instructor Critique for the Informative Speech

Name______________ ______Topic__________________Grade___________

E-Excellent   G-Good   S-Satisfactory   P-Poor   N-Nonexistent

Content:

Is the topic socially significant?  _____                                                  

Is the topic relatively new? _____






Were six credible sources cited? _____






Did you hear Who? What? and When cited?
_____




Were the sources diverse? _____





Were the main points well developed? _____




Did the speaker sound unbiased? _____                                           

0-10 points______Comments:

Structure:

Was the introduction effective (all criterion met)? _____

Did the speaker provide a clear preview in the intro? _____


Did the speaker provide a review in the conclusion?
_____
 

Were transitions clear? _____




Was the intro-body-conclusion structure clear? _____




Was the intro well developed? _____



 

Was the body of the speech well-developed? _____



Was the conclusion effective? _____

Was the speech topic narrowed appropriately for a 6 minute speech, or was it too broad?_______

0-7 points_______Comments:

Delivery:

Was the speaker’s stance and posture effective? _____

 

Did the speaker make eye contact? _____**If you are reading straight from the cards, you will likely receive a zero for Delivery.




Did the speaker use gestures effectively? _____
Did the speaker use cards effectively to deliver the speech?_____




Did the speaker get out from behind the podium? _____



Did the speaker use effective verbal communication? _____



Did the speaker use vocal variety? _____




Was the speaker’s rate and volume effective? _____




Was the speaker’s delivery energetic? _____





Was the speaker free of signs of nervousness? _____                                 

0-10 points_______Comments:

Visual Aids

Were at least two visual aids presented? _____




Were they large enough? _____







Were they neatly constructed? _____






Did the speaker present them effectively? _____                                       

Were they effective overall?
_____


 



Did the speaker present the visuals ONLY when referring to them? _____

0-3 points________Comments



(7)

Practice Session Critique (self-evaluation) for the Informative Speech 

(Turn this sheet in with your recording)
Name______________ ______Topic__________________Grade___________

E-Excellent   G-Good   S-Satisfactory   P-Poor   N-Nonexistent

Content:

Is the topic socially significant?  _____                                                  

Is the topic relatively new? _____






Were six credible sources cited? _____






Did you hear Who? What? and When cited?
_____




Were the sources diverse? _____





Were the main points well developed? _____




Did the speaker sound unbiased? _____                                           

0-10 points______Comments:

Structure:

Was the introduction effective (all criterion met)? _____

Did the speaker provide a clear preview in the intro? _____


Did the speaker provide a review in the conclusion?
_____
 

Were transitions clear? _____




Was the intro-body-conclusion structure clear? _____




Was the intro well developed? _____



 

Was the body of the speech well-developed? _____



Was the conclusion effective? _____


Was the speech topic narrowed appropriately for a 6 minute speech, or was it too broad?_______


0-7 points_______Comments:

Delivery:

Was the speaker’s stance and posture effective? _____

 

Did the speaker make eye contact? _____**If reading straight from the cards, you will likely receive a zero for Delivery.




Did the speaker use gestures effectively? _____

Did the speaker use cards effectively to deliver the speech?_____




Did the speaker get out from behind the podium? _____



Did the speaker use effective verbal communication? _____



Did the speaker use vocal variety? _____




Was the speaker’s rate and volume effective? _____




Was the speaker’s delivery energetic? _____





Was the speaker free of signs of nervousness? _____                                 

0-10 points_______Comments:

Visual Aids

Were at least two visual aids presented? _____




Were they large enough? _____







Were they neatly constructed? _____






Did the speaker present them effectively? _____                                       

Were they effective overall?
_____


 



Did the speaker present the visuals ONLY when referring to them? _____

0-3 points________Comments
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PERSUASIVE SPEECH
Your Task: To persuade your audience to change its’ attitudes, values, and/or beliefs about a controversial issue and get them to “enact” a proposed policy change. You will have the choice to persuade your audience to believe one side of a fact, or value question as well. You will be encouraged to use the “Refutation” pattern of organization (we will discuss this in class) for fact, or value topics.
You will give an eight-ten minute speech in support of your position. You will advocate for a proposed change to the status quo. For example, the proposition: The CA state government should legalize marijuana for recreational purposes. You will argue that this is a good policy and we, as your audience, should be in favor of the change to the status quo. If you choose to partner up with someone who wants to argue against your position, you may. You do NOT have to partner up with someone, however.

Work with your workshop group through all the steps of the speech-making process (discussed previously). Time allowing, you will be required to record and deliver to your group. This will be worth points to you, as well as your group. You should organize your speech using one of the following patterns explained in the text: problem-solution, problem causes-solution, refutation, or Monroe’s motivated sequence. 

If you are presenting a policy speech, I will listen for you to establish a problem that is significant and can’t be solved by the status quo. You will have to outline a solution that will prove to be realistic, practical and overall effective in improving the status quo. If you present a speech centered around a fact, or value topic, I will listen for you to present using the refutation format explained in your text.
Your speech must contain a minimum of eight to ten source cites that are verbally stated in your speech. You also need to turn in a typed outline of your speech and a bibliography page in either MLA, APA or Chicago format.

I will grade you based on the criteria we have already established.

If you have any concerns or questions call me at: 558-2558 or email: fabiond@scc.losrios.edu
(9)

Requirements for an “A” Persuasive Speech

Content:

The speaker related the topic to the audience.

At least eight credible sources were cited, complete with who? what? and when?

The main points were well developed and logical.

The topic was socially significant and new to the audience.

A significant problem was established with evidence.

The problem was solved by the solution, or at least proved a significant amount of solvency.

The speaker successfully used ethos, pathos and logos.

Structure:

The speaker gained attention in the introduction.

The topic was clearly stated in the introduction

The speaker provided a crystal clear preview of main points in the introduction 

The transitions were very clear.

Main points were clearly stated.

The persuasive pattern was easily followed, well-developed and persuasive. 

The speaker provided a clear review of main points in the conclusion.

The speaker ended on a note of finality.

Delivery

The speaker made effective eye contact.

The speaker used gestures effectively.

Movement and stance were used without distracting the audience.

Verbal communication is effective regarding: volume, rate, vocal variety, clarity

Fillers were kept to a minimum.

Visible, or audible evidence of nervousness is kept to a minimum.

The speaker delivered the speech in the allotted time.

Overall, the delivery was very dynamic and persuasive.

The speech met the time requirements.

Visual Aids

At least one visual aid was presented ONLY when the speaker referred to it.

The visual aid was large enough.

The visual aid was neatly constructed.

The visual aid was presented effectively

The visual aid complimented the thesis of the speech.

(10)

Instructor Critique for the Persuasive Speech
Name:                                      Topic:                                       Grade:
E-Excellent
G-Good
S-Satisfactory

P-Poor

N-Nonexistent

Content:

Is the topic socially significant? _____







Is the topic relatively new? _____ 








Does the speaker relate the topic to the audience? _____





Does the speaker develop a significant problem/need step? 
_____



Was the solution/satisfaction step clearly explained? _____





Was the solution/satisfaction step realistic/practical?           
 


Were eight credible sources cited? _____ 







Did the source contain Who? What? and When? _____ 





Were the sources diverse? _____








Was the reasoning used sound? _____






Did the speaker successfully use ethos, pathos and logos? _____                           

0-18 points​​​​​​__________Comments: 






Structure:

Was the Introduction effective? _____                                                                    

Did the speaker provide a clear preview in the intro? _____




Did the speaker provide a review in the conclusion? _____




Were transitions clear? _____








Was the MMS, problem- solution etc. well-developed? _____

Was the speech topic narrowed appropriately for a 10 minute speech, or was it too broad?_____

Was the conclusion effective? _____







0-13 points​​​​​​__________Comments:

Delivery:

Did the speaker stance and posture distract the audience? _____

Did the speaker get out from behind the podium?____



Did the speaker make eye contact? _____**If you are reading straight from the cards, you will likely receive a zero for Delivery.









Did the speaker use gestures effectively? _____

Did the speaker use cards effectively to deliver the speech?_____





Did the speaker use effective verbal communication overall? _____



Did the speaker use vocal variety? _____







Was the speaker’s rate and volume effective? _____





Was the speaker’s delivery energetic? _____



Was the speaker free of signs of nervousness?_____



0-16 points​​​​​​__________Comments:

Visual Aids:

Was at least one visual aid effectively presented? _____





Was it large enough? 
_____





            

Was it neatly constructed? _____ 





            

Was it effective overall? _____








Did the speaker present the visuals ONLY when referring to them? _____


0-3 points​​​​​​__________Comments:                     (11)
Practice Session (Self-evaluation) for the Persuasive Speech
(Turn in on your speech day)

Name:                                      Topic:                                       Grade:
E-Excellent
G-Good
S-Satisfactory

P-Poor

N-Nonexistent

Content:

Is the topic socially significant? _____







Is the topic relatively new? _____ 








Does the speaker relate the topic to the audience? _____





Does the speaker develop a significant problem/need step? 
_____



Was the solution/satisfaction step clearly explained? _____





Was the solution/satisfaction step realistic/practical?           
 


Were eight credible sources cited? _____ 







Did the source contain Who? What? and When? _____ 





Were the sources diverse? _____








Was the reasoning used sound? _____






Did the speaker successfully use ethos, pathos and logos? _____                           

0-18 points​​​​​​__________Comments: 






Structure:

Was the Introduction effective? _____                                                                    

Did the speaker provide a clear preview in the intro? _____




Did the speaker provide a review in the conclusion? _____




Were transitions clear? _____








Was the MMS, problem- solution etc. well-developed? _____

Was the speech topic narrowed appropriately for a 10 minute speech, or was it too broad?___

Was the conclusion effective? _____







0-13 points​​​​​​__________Comments:

Delivery:

Did the speaker stance and posture distract the audience? _____


Did the speaker get out from behind the podium?____



Did the speaker make eye contact? _____**If you are reading straight from the cards, you will likely receive a zero for Delivery.










Did the speaker use gestures effectively? _____


Did the speaker use cards effectively to deliver the speech?_____





Did the speaker use effective verbal communication overall? _____



Did the speaker use vocal variety? _____







Was the speaker’s rate and volume effective? _____





Was the speaker’s delivery energetic? _____




Was the speaker free of signs of nervousness?_____



0-16 points​​​​​​__________Comments:

Visual Aids:

Was at least one visual aid effectively presented? _____





Was it large enough? 
_____





            

Was it neatly constructed? _____ 





            

Was it effective overall? _____








Did the speaker present the visuals ONLY when referring to them? _____


0-3 points​​​​​​__________Comments:                     
Impromptu Speech Critique

This speech is worth 10 points. The minimum score you can receive is 6/10. In order to score higher, you must satisfy the following criteria:

1 point- speak for at least two minutes

1 point- deliver effectively both verbally and nonverbally

1 point- provide a clear thought process from your topic to your thesis.

1 point- follow the basic structure of preview, main points, and review of main points.

6 points- acknowledgement of a “good effort” 

10 points- Total

Evaluation sheet for the Impromptu speech

Time frame____________/1

Structure______________/1

Delivery______________/1

Link/content___________/1

“Good effort”__________/6
                                         /10

(13)

Evaluation Summary Assignment

Step one: Review feedback forms from your peers, instructor, and self. Identify repeated comments about the strengths and weaknesses of your speeches with regard to delivery, content, structure, and visual aids. Take notes while reviewing the feedback forms.

Step two: Organize your Evaluation Review by speech. For instance:

                                        Strengths             Areas of improvement      What I would do differently          

Dramatic Reading:

       Content

       Delivery

       Nonverbal

       Verbal

       Structure

Informative speech

      Content

       Delivery

       Nonverbal

       Verbal

       Structure

       Visual Aids

Impromptu speech

       Content

       Delivery

       Nonverbal

       Verbal

       Structure

Persuasive speech

       Content

       Delivery

       Nonverbal

       Verbal

       Structure

       Visual Aids

(14)

Step Three: Recall your three to five tips to overcome nervousness that you used this semester. Which tips worked? Which did not? What would you do differently to improve your confidence when speaking?

Tips                         Did each work? Explain.               What would you do differently?         

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Step four: Turn in a typed assignment. However, the assignment does not have to be in paragraph form.  Your evaluation review may be in column format as I have outlined above. Common lengths for this particular assignment is 2-3 pages.

This assignment is worth ten points

(15)

Peer Critique                                                    Strengths:              Improvements:
Delivery 
1) Verbal

2) Nonverbal

3) Content

a) Sources counted:

b) Each source was completely cited 
with author, source, and date published

c) Each main point was well developed

4) Structure

a) The introduction was well developed

b) A clear preview and review of 
main points was included

c) Obvious transitions were included

d) The conclusion is sufficiently developed

5) Visual aids are effective

a) Large enough


b) Eye contact is still made with the audience

Please use the above format when providing feedback to your classmates in your workshop group, or in class.

                                            


(16)

