Public Speaking

Communication 301

Sacramento City College

Course Outline
Instructor: David Fabionar

Office Phone: 916-558-2558

Office: PAC 135E

Office hours: M-TH 11:30-12 and 3:20-4:00 
E-mail Address:   FabionD@scc.losrios.edu 

Text: O’Hair, D., Rubenstein, H., Stewart, R., A Pocket Guide to Public Speaking, 4th, or 5th edition. Materials needed: 4x6 note cards and a packet of scantron #815

CATALOGUE COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course prepares students to speak in a variety of rhetorical situations as college students, as employees, as opinion leaders in the community.  The course is designed to assist students in developing ethical research methodology, analytical thinking skills, organization and outlining skills, and effective and appropriate speech presentation skills.  Emphasis is on researching, preparing, organizing, and presenting speeches for varying audiences.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

The student will:

Demonstrate the skills necessary to compose/create and present informative and persuasive messages. 

Demonstrate competence in active listening skills. 

Compose and present appropriate oral messages to diverse audiences. 

Evaluate, plan, and organize coherent structured oral messages. 

Analyze the speaking situation and create messages appropriate to diverse audiences and contexts. 

Incorporate language as appropriate to diverse audiences and varying communication contexts. 

Analyze, develop, and implement strategies to productively manage oral communication apprehension to minimize its impact on the message. 

Apply ethical standards to every phase of the communication process (e.g., selection of arguments, support, and delivery). 

Demonstrate knowledge of classical rhetorical theories, motivational theories, and psychosocial theories. 

COURSE POLICIES:

Attendance: If you miss class within the first two weeks, or miss more than one class in four weeks, you may be dropped from the course. Consistent attendance will greatly increase the probability of achieving a high grade. I will offer activity points nearly every day we meet. If you take part in the class activities, you will earn the points. Activities vary throughout the course (quizzes, practice sessions, group projects, presentations, critiques etc.). You must participate from start to finish of each class in order to receive the assignment credit for that particular day. Additionally, it is your responsibility to sign the roll sheet. I will send it around during the class period and collect it at the end. If you show up to class too late to sign the roll sheet, or leave class early, you will not earn the participation points for the day. Also, the day of your speech, you must be present at the beginning of class, in order to be able to deliver your speech. Lastly, you must be present to sign-up for your speech day. If speeches have begun and you are not signed up, you forfeit your opportunity to present your speech. If you are going to miss consecutive days, you will need to contact me via email, or by visiting during office hours. Failure to do so may result in being dropped from the course. 

Cooperative Community: I want this class to function as a cooperative community of people. Because I view my role to not be the “sage on the stage, but the guide on the side,” your contributions may be very valuable to the learning that takes place this semester.   If you are not here, the speakers will miss out on your verbal and written feedback. Also, since we are practicing “public” discourse (see course description), your peers should have a full classroom when they are polishing their rhetorical skill. Additionally, we will be practicing speeches in front of peer groups of 2-3. You will earn points by providing feedback to speakers during these sessions, as well as speaking in front of the small group. You must have a hard copy of your outline and deliver the whole speech to earn points.

Course Partnerships: I urge you to find a course partner, or group with whom you can exchange contact information. In the event a class is missed, your partner(s) can inform you about what we did in class, and share lecture notes. Additionally, your partner(s) should provide feedback to you during the process of speech construction. Practicing in front of each other should be part of the process as well.

Electronic Communication Devices: A pet peeve of mine! Interruptions from cell phones, text messaging etc. will not be tolerated. Turn off the ringer and refrain from texting during class. Do not keep your phones on your desk. I reserve the right to subtract the day’s activity points if you are texting in class. 

Grade Discussion: I believe that you have the right to appeal any grade, or point allocation you believe you were unfairly given.  If you wish to contest a grade I will accept a written argument detailing the said injustice. The appeal will be due one week after the assignment has been given back to you. I will not discuss a particular grade with you (in person) on the day I hand it back, unless there is a mathematical error resulting in an incorrect total score. 
Plagiarizing/Cheating: I follow the departmental policy on plagiarism.  Anyone caught cheating or plagiarizing in this course will be subject to the failure of the assignment in question.

Chronic Tardiness/Leaving Class Early: If you are chronically tardy, or always need to leave early then drop this course and take it when your schedule allows you to be here for the duration of class time. If you are tardy on a speech day and someone is delivering a speech, please wait quietly outside the door until you hear applause. Also, on your presentation day, please arrive at the beginning of the class to be eligible to speak. If you arrive late, you might not be able to present your speech. 

Late Assignments: Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period and will not be accepted thereafter. There are no make ups for speeches, or quizzes in the four-week course. 
Assignment Descriptions

The Bag Speech: The “show and tell” assignment of Comm. 301. You will be required you to deliver a five-minute speech focusing on your past, present and future. This assignment gives the class an opportunity to learn more about you and eases you into the course allowing you to speak about a topic with which you are familiar.

The Dramatic Reading: The dramatic reading, also known as the oral reading, is a three to five minute presentation that focuses on the “reading” of a piece of literature, prose, poetry, plays, or song lyrics. You will practice a delivery style that demands the use of vocal variety and an effective use of nonverbal communication in an effort to bring the “character” to life.

The Impromptu Speeches: You will be required to construct and deliver a three-minute speech after one, or two minutes of preparation. You will deliver a speech that requires you to provide a preference between two alternatives. For example, apples vs. oranges could be a topic. Additionally, you will deliver a second impromptu speech that addresses an abstract topic. For example, “sky” or “mask” are topics that have been used in the past.

The Informative Speech:  You will develop a five to seven minute speech designed to share your research of an area of personal interest. You are the instructor and are going to teach us something about an event, a current controversy, a technological development, cultural custom, or a field of study, etc. You have the option to deliver these in groups of two-three, so that there is the possibility of a more in-depth discussion. However, you will be graded individually. One person’s speech will be graded entirely independently of the others’. 

The Persuasive speech: You will deliver an eight to ten minute speech in support of a position on an issue. Your goal will be to persuade your audience to change its attitudes, values, beliefs, and/or actions about a controversial issue. You should attempt to get your audience to act on a proposed policy change.

Outlines: You will be required to write preparation (formal) outlines for your Informative and your Persuasive speeches. Your outlines should satisfy criteria that will be outlined in the assignment packet. The outline is to be turned in the day of your presentation. Additionally, you will be required to use a delivery outline (an informal outline) that is on note cards. Please do NOT use a manuscript, or your formal outline when delivering the Informative and Persuasive speeches.

Self-critiques and recording: You will be required to record a practice session of your informative speech and a practice session of your persuasive speech. You will view the recording and write a written critique of yourself. Additionally, you need to have a few of your peers evaluate the practice session. You must bring the recording into class (on a laptop, phone, camera, or video camera) along with your written critique BEFORE you present the speech to the class in order to get credit for the assignment. The recording must be audible, as well as easy to see in order to get full credit. Lastly, you must be standing when you practice. Practice as if you are delivering the speech to the class, using notecards.

Intramural tournaments: You will be given the option to participate in an intramural tournament OR take the final. The intramural tournament is offered twice a semester and requires you to dedicate one Friday afternoon to the pursuit of improving your speaking skills. You will have to give a minimum of two speeches (one speech you already gave in class delivered two times) to an audience of about ten people. 

Final Exam:

The Final Examination will be a choice between a written final (Multiple choice and short answer, or an Informative Speech Re-do. The Informative speech Re-do will require you to present your Informative speech again, but you are to implement the improvements that your speech evaluations recommend. The Persuasive speech cannot be used because there is limited time to give you feedback to make the required changes. The Final speech will be recorded and all 30 points will be based on the recording. No outline, or self-evaluation will need to be turned in. The assignment is worth 30 points. Lastly, only full-semester (16 week) classes will take the final.

Grading for Public Speaking

                                 Points Possible        Your Score

Bag Speech                       10                    

Dramatic reading              15                      

Informative Speech           30                   

Formal Outline                  10

Cards                                    5 

Self Analysis Sheet/          10 

Video

Persuasive Speech             50

Formal Outline                  10

Cards                                    5 

Self Analysis Sheet/          10

Video

Impromptu Speech            10

3 quizzes                            

Quiz #1                               15

Quiz #2                               20

Quiz #3                               20

Activity points                   50

                                          270

A= 270-243

B= 243-216

C= 216-189

D= 189- 162

F= <162
